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NASIR-I-KHUSRAU

This translation of the popular fable from
Nasir-i-Khusrau was sent us quite anonymously

FABLE

An Eagle from his crag majestic flew,

Questing for food one morn, into the blue.
Quoth he: “On plumage proud I hover o’er
The servile kingdoms of the earthly floor.

1 climb the sky; with sight so keen 1 miss

No wisp of hair e’en in the sea’s abyss:

The gnat that fidgets on a withered fern

From here these telescopic eyes discern.”

Much boasted he and all save Self forgot,

But Fate remembering him had planned his lot.
From ambush, lo!, the cruel bow was bent,
True aimed the dart of Destiny was sent.

Into the Eagle’s wing the torment ran

And he that neighboured heaven earthward span.
A sorry sight, a fish that writhes on land,

With drooping head this side and that he scanned
Himself, amazzad that iron and wood could vie
With him in speed and sharpness—yes, and fly.
Thereat a feather of his own he spied

Upon the shaft. “Alas! ’tis we”, he sighed,
“ Abet our own calamity. With whom

Are we indignant when we work our doom?”
Poet, do thou such arrogance forswear;

Behold the Eagle’s error and beware!
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